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Factsheet "Green Startups" in Germany, as of 8 March 2021 

 
Good News for green Startups 2020 
Source: https://deutschestartups.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Green-Startup-Monitor-2020.pdf 
 

• There are more and more green startup,  
21 % of all German startups can be classified as green (in accordance with the strict 
criteria of the Green-Startup-Monitor), and the trend is rising. With their products and 
services, they make a concrete contribution to environmental and climate protection.  

• Green startups are technically up to date 
8 out of 10 green startups are digital or hybrid. 

• Green startups are more positive about the future 
The expectation for the business situation is also better for green startups in the Corona 
year than for non-green ones and much better than for the established economy. 

• Startups, including green startups, are job engines 
The average MA number is increasing and was 14.3 employees in 2020 

• Green startups have at 22 % (2019) a significantly higher female founder rate than non-
green startups (15 %) – but even at 22 %, enormous potential remains untapped (share 
of women in general: 36 %) 

• Green startups promote their employees 
The promotion and participation of their employees is significantly more important to 
green startups than to non-green startups. 

• Green startups are well networked 
On average, each green startup cooperates with 2 other startups, 3 established 
companies and one scientific institution. 

 
Basic information 
Number of Startups in Germany and NRW, 2020 
 
Table 1: Number of startups in Germany and the federal state of NRW in 2020 

Quarter Germany NRW 

1/2020 692 121 

2/2020 593 103 

3/2020 708 108 

4/2020 701 131 

total 2.694 463 
Own illustration based on https://de.statista.com/statistik/daten/studie/1117030/umfrage/startup-neugruendungen-nach-
bundeslaendern/ 
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Startups are innovation drivers in an agile labour market and important for an developing 
economy and society. In Germany, the development of startups has been monitored since 
2016 via the German Startup Monitor, and the results are published by the Bundesverband 
Deutscher Startups e. V. (Federal Association of German Startups). 
(See https://deutscherstartupmonitor.de/) 
 
Definition green Startups 
Source: https://deutschestartups.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Green-Startup-Monitor-2020.pdf 
 
Green startups  
• are younger than ten years 
• are (very) innovative and/or have (planned) employee/turnover growth 
• contribute with their products, technologies and/or services to the ecological goals of a 

green economy 
• have integrated environmental or social impact into their management targets (key 

performance indicators) 
 
Green startups play a major role in startups and they have been studied for several years by 
a special monitor – called Monitor green Startups 
(See https://deutschestartups.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Green-Startup-Monitor-2020.pdf) 
 
Customer Relationships of green Startups: 

 
Figure 1: Customer Relation of green Startups and their share of total turnover (Own illustration based on: 
https://deutschestartups.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Green-Startup-Monitor-2020.pdf) 
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Counselling services and Platforms for green Startups: 
In Germany, there is a wide range of support and counselling services for green startups via 
various institutions and platforms: Startercenter NRW, society for innovative employment 
promotion (G.i.B.) NRW 
• Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Chamber of Crafts (e.g. master craftsman startup 

bonus) 
• Economic development agencies of the regions, municipalities 
• Universities and technical colleges, e.g. 

o Center for Entrepreneurship Heinrich-Heine-University of Düsseldorf (CEDUS) 
o Centre for Startups and Innopreneurship, University of Duisburg-Essen 

• Incubators 
o University incubators, usually linked to research, only for students of the respective 

university 
o Incubators of corporations, business enterprises, usually with "vested interest", 

application required 
 

Important Platforms and Websites for green Founders include: 
• Federal Association of German Startups, network for equal exchange between startups, 

established business and politics (See https://deutschestartups.org/) 

• StartGreen is the digital information and networking portal for the green startup scene in 
Germany. It is operated and maintained by the Borderstep Institute for Innovation and 
Sustainability gGmbH (See https://start-green.net/aktuelles/nachrichten/) 

• German Foundation for the Environment, private foundation under civil law, promotes 
company foundations and startups that combine solutions for the environment, ecology 
and sustainability in an innovative way with a focus on digitization (See 
https://www.dbu.de/startup) 

 
Typical Subject Clusters for green Startups in Germany are: 
• Climate change, climate protection 
• Resource conservation, sustainability innovations, reduction of environmental demand 
• Digitalization, Green IT 
• Intelligent technology in the green sector 
 
Sources of Funding for green Startups according to Startup Monitor: 
• Own capital 84 %, also corresponds to the rate for other startups 
• Friends and family support 40 %, other startups: 28 %. 
• Government funding 35 % 
• Business angels 20 % 
 



 

 
This project is part of the European Climate Initiative (EUKI) of the German Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature 
Conservation and Nuclear Safety (BMU). 

 
 

4 

How and Where can green Startups get Money? 
• Funding and research funds, European funding, federal and state funding, e.g. Startup 

Scholarship NRW 
• Award money, e.g. the Start Green Award 
• Economic development funds and public development loans 
• crowdfounding, green investors, crowdinvesting 
• For jobseekers: Startup grant from the Employment Agency 

 
Special Problems of green Startups in raising Capital: 
A major problem seems to be "cultural conflicts" between green founders and investors. 
Green founders are just as profit and growth oriented as other founders, but economic 
metrics that investors look at are not the only deciding factor for green founders. Green 
startups do not expect a quick profit, working sustainably may also mean slower growth - 
therefore they are perceived as risky by investors. 
 
Funding Programmes for Startups 2021: Partial Funding Through public Funding: 
Source: https://www.gruenderkueche.de/fachartikel/8-foerderprogramme-fuer-startups-teilfinanzierung-durch-
oeffentliche-foerderung/ 

 
• Horizon 2020, Subprogramme SME  
• SME innovative 
• Pro FIT 
• Foundation innovative (Gründung innovativ) 
• Other public funding programmes, regional or tied to specific universities, e.g. Guide Plus 

(University of Duisburg-Essen). 
• Startup grant from the Employment Agency for jobseekers 
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Startups in the Corona Crisis 2020 
Startups across all sectors have been negatively impacted to a significant extent by the 
Corona crisis. 
But the expectation for the business situation is also better for green startups in the Corona 
year than for non-green ones and much better than for the established economy. 
 

 
Figure 2: Impact of Corona (Own illustration based on: https://deutscherstartupmonitor.de/) 

More than half of the startups (56.2 %) have used the crisis for product development, only 
11.4 % of the startups reacted by cutting staff. 
 
Demands of green Startups for the Improvement of their Situation: 
• better state support, more and better funding programmes 
• more support in raising capital 
• more public funding and better access to finance even if - at the beginning - the focus is 

not primarily on profitability and/or growth  
• reduction of bureaucratic obstacles 
• more exchange opportunities with established companies 
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